orpsny R
Approved For Release 2002/09703% élA-RDP63-00313A000600150003-7 e
COR-0207  ©
Cop;;‘__g:bf 5
NRO REVIEW COMPLETED 15 January 1959

MEMORARDUM FOR: Dirsctor, Photographic Intelligence Center

SUBJECT :+ 1176 Advisory Committee Report

i, I have read the subject report with great interest, but with
even mors alarm. 1 appreciate greatly your making it available to ms.

2« My immediate reaction upon reading the conclusions and then
the comments in the text of the document is that this committee is
acting in terms of our having called for its vlews on all aspects of
the SENTRY program, including types of sensors and even types of
vehicles to be used, although I had understood that the commitiee was
supposed to focus its sttention on ground readout, processing, and
analysis. I might add that I feel that much of the gommittee discussion
is highly unrealistic in that 1t consists of argumentation that both
regovery and "talk-back® reconnaissancs satellites should be developed,
and that the 67 as well as the 30" camera should be flown, without
regard to the necessity for making cholces so as to remsin within a
'bight bmg‘at .

3. My alarm derives from the extensive discussion in this report
of recoverable satellites, all of which is set forth in 8 tone which
implies knowledge by the writer that a recovery satellite program is
at least under active consideration, if not already in progress. 1
am espaclally disturbed by paragraph IV, sub-paragraph ¥, which implies
that & Thor-boosted reconnaissancs satellite 1s already under dsvelopment,
These raferences lead me to conclunde that the writer of the report lnows
or surmisea the sxistence of CORONA and, what is even worse, that he
is unaware of any improprieties in his discussion which is bound {in
my view) to redirect attention to the whole topic of recoverable recon-
naissance satellites. I might add a personal guess that the tone and
content of the discussion werse considerably influenced by one member
of the commitiee, Mr. Amron Katsz.

ke My concern over the security implications of this document
are 8o %reaﬁ that I am, in a separate memorandum (copy attached), asking

25X1 to undertake with the utmost urgency an investigation of the
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information that has been available to the members of this commitisee.
Since the committee was established by the Air Force, he will of course
need the help of appropriate components of the Air Force in this investi-
gation. If it appears that any information concerning CORONA has been
improperly disseminated toc membsra of this committes, or that the ARPA
or Air Force documents have been improperly classified, I propose to
make a formal protest to the competent authorities. I desire your
urgent and most complete cooperation in this investipation. I am sure
that the first step should be a discussion between and yowrself.
Perhaps you will be able to explsain the background ort in

such a way as tormelieve my extreme ocncern.

RICHARD M. BIBSELL, JR.
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